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A lawyer for the family of  an In-
digenous man found dead in a
Thunder Bay river argued
Wednesday that a police officer at
the centre of  a disciplinary hear-
ing should be fired for conducting
an investigation that’s
been declared negligent
and tainted by racism
and unconscious bias.

The second and final
day of  the Police Ser-
vices Act hearing con-
cluded with submis-
sions on potential
penalties for Staff  Sgt.
Shawn Harrison, rang-
ing from a reduction in
rank to being fired for
his role in investigating the death
of  Stacy DeBungee.

A passerby spotted DeBungee,
41, in Thunder Bay’s McIntyre
River on a morning in October
2015 and called police. Within a
few hours — before an autopsy
could be completed — the Thun-
der Bay Police Service put out a
statement deeming the death non-

suspicious. In a second statement
the following morning, the force
called the death “non-criminal.”

Police attributed DeBungee’s
death — which occurred during a
coroner’s inquest into how police
had responded to the mostly river-
related deaths of  seven young In-

digenous people — to
accidental drowning
while drunk.

“What followed is
an investigation that
has brought . . . in-
jury to the friends
and family of  Mr. De-
Bungee, and has fur-
ther strained an al-
ready problematic
relationship between
the Indigenous com-

munity in Thunder Bay and the
Thunder Bay Police Service,”
Asha James, a lawyer represent-
ing DeBungee’s brother, Brad De-
Bungee, argued Wednesday.

“You rebuild trust with the
community by doing the right
thing, taking a stand and saying
we will not tolerate this behaviour

in our ranks and this is not the
type of  officer we are interested in
having as part of  our service.”

In July, an adjudicator found
Harrison guilty of  neglect of  duty
and discreditable conduct in a 119-
page decision that found the offi-
cer’s unconscious bias led him to
conduct a grossly deficient inves-
tigation and fail to treat De-
Bungee’s death without discrimi-
nations.

“Staff  Sgt. Harrison testified
that he always held out that the
matter could be suspicious in na-
ture, but if  there was truth to that
assertion, his investigation would
have reflected it,” adjudicator
Greg Walton wrote in his decision.

“The resulting negligent inves-
tigation was so deficient that he
should have been aware that his
conduct was adversely affected by
an unconscious bias.”

Harrison, who pleaded guilty to
the charges, is seeking a demotion
of  rank and training to address
unconscious bias.

• Continued on page A3

WEATHER

Partly sunny -3°/-3°

Dog Talk; Murillo Mutts funds drive News/A5 Auto insurance rates on rise          Ontario/A6 Nature of Things hosts Front Row/B5

TO SUBSCRIBE FOR HOME DELIVERY OF THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL, PHONE 343-6226 OR 1-800-465-3914 

N

E

W

S

T H E  N E W S P A P E R  O F  T H E  N O R T H W E S T

Thunder Bay, Ontario   $1.25www.chroniclejournal.coMthursday, december 1, 2022

INDEX

The Northwest ............A2-3, 5
Lotteries ..............................A2
Editorial Page ......................A4
Comics & Horoscope ........A8
Sports ..............................B1-4
Passages ............................B7
Classifieds ......................B8-9
TV Listings ..........................B9

Today’s Weather brought to you by

Complete
weather info
on page A2

2022 Legacy

MAROSTICA

Progress
for goals,
positive 
change
discussed
BY JODI LUNDMARK
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL

Thunder Bay’s social issues
were up for discussion at a col-
laborative event with several
community organizations
Wednesday evening.

The event was hosted by
Lakehead University who part-
nered with Diversity Thunder
Bay, the City of  Thunder Bay’s
anti-racism and equity advisory
committee and Confederation
College among other organiza-
tions in organizing the event,
which featured two panel dis-
cussions.

The first panel included a pre-
sentation of  the First Voluntary
Local Review Report.

• Continued on page A2

Advice given for possible
discipline against officer

Stacy DeBungee

Mine plan receives gov’t approvals

2 people
dead in
highway
crashes
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Riding through the neighbourhood
Shoppers take a break from the bustle and enjoy a ride on a horse-
drawn sleigh through Thunder Bay’s waterfront district on Sun-
day during the annual Craft Revival. The Waterfront Business Im-

provement Area will continue to provide the sleigh rides for the
next three weekends on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. See more
about Craft Revival on page A3.

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

Two people died late Tuesday af-
ternoon in separate Highway 17
crashes that occurred east of
Thunder Bay.

Provincial police said a 61-year-
old unnamed person died just be-
fore 3 p.m. when a transport truck
collided with a large van about 25
kilometres east of  Nipigon.

Another occupant of  the van
suffered critical injuries in the
crash, police said, while the trans-
port truck’s driver was taken to
hospital with undetermined in-
juries.

About three hours later, police
said, one person died when a trans-
port truck collided with a pickup
truck about 50 kilometres east of
White River near the intersection
of  highways 17 and 519.

No information was provided
Wednesday about the person who
died in the second crash.

Snowstorms were moving
through both areas at the time of
the collisions, although police
have yet to release specific causes.

Both stretches of  Highway 17
had reopened on Wednesday.

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU

The federal and provincial govern-
ments have green-lighted a proposed pal-
ladium and copper mine near Marathon,
ending several months of  speculation
about the project.

But the approval announced on

Wednesday by the two government’s re-
spective environment ministers appears
to come with a considerable catch, while
the project’s proponent works toward “a
final investment decision” for the pro-
posed mine.

According to the Impact Assessment
Agency of  Canada, Toronto-based Genera-
tion Mining is being required to meet

nearly 270 enforceable conditions during
construction and operation of  the mine, to
be built just north of  Marathon’s airport.

“The legally-binding conditions listed
in (a) decision statement will be enforced
by the Impact Assessment Agency of
Canada before and during construction
and throughout all stages of  the project,”
the agency said in a news release.

“Failure by (the company) to comply
with these conditions is a violation of  fed-
eral law,” the release added. “Any pro-
posed changes to the project will need to
be considered by the (government)
through an amendment process to deter-
mine if  they can proceed.”
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