
F
OR two weeks, remarkable anti-government protests have
been playing out on the streets of  Iranian cities. Remark-
able for the bravery of  the women who are protesting
across the country, knowing that their defiance of  the re-

pressive Iranian regime carries real personal risks.
It’s all a response to the death of  Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old

woman who had travelled to Tehran from her hometown in Kur-
distan province.

There she was stopped by Iran’s morality police. Her alleged
offence? They claimed she did not fully comply with the coun-
try’s strict dress code that requires women to wear a hijab and be
covered up.

She was taken to a detention centre for “training.” Three days
later, she was dead, a fate not uncommon to those who are de-
tained in Iran. Authorities claim she had a heart attack. Her fam-
ily says she was beaten.

Her death has sparked widespread protests across the country,
led largely by women. They have burned their head scarves,

marched without their hijabs, cut their hair in
public and even chanted, “Death to the dictator,”
according to news reports.

Together, it’s an astonishingly brazen display of
grassroots opposition, one that has prompted a
fierce response. The crackdown by Iranian au-

thorities has left dozens of  people dead, hundreds of  others in-
jured and arrests have topped 1,000.

Some have portrayed this as a fight over religious oppression.
It’s not. The protests are about government oppression that de-
nies women rights and freedoms.

It’s happening elsewhere too. Since the Taliban took control in
Afghanistan a year ago, women have lost the hard-won rights to
work, to get an education and to make decisions about how they
dress. All that has been rolled back. Now the Taliban wants
women confined to their homes. “It has been a year of  increasing
disrespect for their right to live free and equal lives,” Sima Ba-
hous, the UN’s under-secretary-general and UN women executive
director, said in August.

Such oppression needs to be condemned loudly and vigorously
and governments held to account. That can be difficult, of
course, with regimes like Iran and Afghanistan. Canada contin-
ues to seek justice for Iran’s downing of  Ukraine International
Airlines flight 752 in 2020, which killed all 176 onboard, including
55 Canadians and dozens more headed here. Its options here
seem limited though Ottawa said last week it will sanction offi-
cials there in response to Amini’s death. Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Mélanie Joly said it was the “direct result of  the systemic and
continued harassment and repression of  women by Iran.”

It must be noted that federal political leaders have been unwill-
ing to condemn the Quebec government for Bill 21, the legisla-
tion that bars people who wear religious symbols like hijabs and
turbans from a range of  jobs in public institutions. Political lead-
ers have tiptoed around this discriminatory legislation for fear of
upsetting Quebec. But let’s not forget that this law too tramples
on individual rights.

Iranian authorities are stepping up their crackdown, keen to
put down any threats to their leadership. Will this uprising set in
motion the toppling of  the regime? That seems unlikely, at least
in the short term. It’s probably too much to hope either that the
protests will cause Iran’s hardliners to reconsider their repres-
sive policies, especially those against women.

Yet change starts with a spark. There’s no doubt the unrest has
emerged as a serious challenge to the country’s leadership. The
protests may end but the anger is not likely to dissipate.

The death of  a young woman and the courageous protests of
thousands of  other women may just well be that spark.

— An editorial from the Toronto Star (thestar.com)
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BY LEEMA FARHA

CANADA is hailed as the
land of  immigrants. For
centuries, immigrants en-

tering this land of  hope have con-
tributed to a rich, diverse culture
known as multiculturalism. The
1988 Multiculturalism Act de-
clared that the government
would: “recognize and promote
the understanding that multicul-
turalism is a fundamental char-
acteristic of  the Canadian Her-
itage and identity.”

As an immigrant living in
Canada for the last 12 years, I
have never attended a wedding
ceremony in Thunder Bay. This
summer was the very first time I
not only attended, but helped
with organizing an Afghan wed-
ding with my dear friends at
work.

The love birds, Fatima and
Farhad, arrived in Canada from
Afghanistan in February 2022.
They decided to become life part-
ners. With no relatives or friends
to help with the wedding plan, me
and my friends were thrilled be-
yond joy to have this noble task
bestowed upon us.

With zero funds at hand at
first, we reached out to the Thun-
der Bay community and our re-
spective networks for help. Their
kindness knew no bounds. Some
contributed financially, a kind
person donated a gorgeous wed-
ding dress, and others shared
skills and expertise in planning
the wedding including Mais, who
stepped in to do the bridal make-
up, Anja offered to do the bride’s
hair, Niny and Michelle paid for
the delicious wedding cake. All
arrangements splendidly came
together with everyone coming
forward with an open and giving
heart.

Tasks were divided among the
others. Neena, Ahmed, Hanna,
Sahar, Terril took care of  all the
wedding shopping, Nicole’s car
was decorated as the bridal car

with Roudi taking the role of  the
chauffeur. With the help of  some
boys from the Afghan communi-
ty, Michelle and Sarah managed
to set up a beautiful wedding
arch at the Oliver Road Commu-
nity Centre. 

Anita and I took the beautiful
wedding dress to a drycleaner
who offered to clean free of
charge. Lelise called her friend
Jodi Quadrilatero, a professional
photographer in Thunder Bay.
She volunteered and took ab-
solute radiant pictures of  the
bride and the groom. Cathy made
a financial donation for emer-
gency purchases and anything
that came up along the way in ex-
ecuting a perfect wedding.

Such are the wonderful, car-
ing, and thoughtful members liv-
ing in the Thunder Bay commu-
nity. Without their compassion
and generosity, it would have
been near impossible to get
through.

The Afghan and many other
community members gathered at
the wedding on June 25. The
Community Centre lit up with
the glittering traditional dresses
worn by the guests. The pretty
bride walked down the aisle with
the beautiful bridal bouquet that
was designed and made by Anita.

Following the wedding, the
bride and the groom danced. The

Afghan boys along with the
groom treated us to a few Afghan
dances-so elegant and impres-
sive. The ladies joined in the
dance after the men stepped out
of  the room.

The most successful part of
the wedding was that the bride
and groom’s families attended
the entire ceremony virtually.
The organizers operated the
Zoom so that the families back
home could watch without any
disruption. We invited the justice
of  the peace from the City of
Thunder Bay to officiate the wed-
ding and the Imam (the Muslim
priest) to bless the Muslim cou-
ple.

From planning the wedding, to
getting help from the communi-
ties, and executing the event,
every moment will remain en-
shrined in our memory; and I
personally took away some very
eye-opening insights.

The wedding organizers came
from various faiths — Muslims,
Christians and Sikhs. No matter
what our cultural background or
religion were, we all came togeth-
er and arranged the elegant wed-
ding. No matter how different we
look, think or lead our lives from
one another, from community to
community, in times of  need, this
city comes together with affec-
tion, understanding, and respect.

As I observed the serenity of
the wedding ceremony, I was
overwhelmed with both smiles
and tears. I realized that my child
is growing up amongst such di-
versity, each with their distinct
and rich cultures and yet embrac-
ing and preserving our identity
as Canadians.

Leema Farha is a Language In-
struction for Newcomers in Cana-
da (LINC) co-ordinator at the
Thunder Bay Multicultural Asso-
ciation and a long-time resident of
Thunder Bay. The views and opin-
ions expressed in this column are
those of  the author.
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Health care, education 
must be properly funded

ONTARIO Premier Doug Ford is bleeding health care and
education to cover other expenses.

He slashed health care staff  in long-term care homes so
extensively that when the pandemic raged there were not
enough nurses, health care workers or custodian staff, leav-
ing the most vulnerable to care for themselves.

Now that the pandemic related deaths have eased, so has
Premier Ford’s praises for the nurses’ work effort, sacrifice
and courage. He has taken to bully tactics and political the-
atre to malign their reputation by implying that nurses are
greedy when they ask for more than a one-per-cent in-
crease.

In a recent memo to school boards, the Ontario govern-
ment directed that the boards should plan for the discontin-
uation of  this year’s COVID-related funds. Scientists be-
lieve that COVID-related deaths will linger creating a
bumpy ride this winter as genetic variations of  the virus
are more transmissible. Premier Ford swung his sword
again slicing school custodian staff  from full-time positions
to part-time and discontinued their prescription medica-
tion and dental care coverage. Tough to raise a family on
$20 dollars an hour with no medical.

Ontario Health recently cut funding for one of  only two
residential drug rehab centres in the province that offered

services in French. The cuts have left those in need without
services in their language. Mutterings are afloat that there
will be specialized services coming in other parts of  the
province. Why would you cut a program that was successful
and not provide an immediate alternative before you cut it?

Expansion of  drug addiction recovery centres is essen-
tial, especially in the North where drug addiction is rising.

Premier Ford promised to sanitize Queens Park but in-
stead increased his cabinet by 10, plus 43 parliamentary as-
sistants, and hiked their wages by 42 per cent.

Health care and education budgets have been slashed be-
cause Premier Ford requires those funds to pay for his cabi-
net’s wage increase. Robbing Peter to pay Paul.

Karen Rooney
THUNDER BAY

Ford government is failing 
Ontario’s autistic children

AS THE mother of  two children with autism, I know very
well the concerns getting children into services, espe-

cially in Northwestern Ontario. And with one child in ser-
vices (considered legacy from the Liberal government pro-
gram) and one child on waitlist, I have even more
knowledge than the average citizen.

My concern is for the more than 55,000 autistic children
and youth registered with the Ontario Autism Program

(OAP) who are waiting for clinically necessary therapies.
I am aware that since taking office in 2018 that the Ford

government has frozen the waitlist, missed all self-imposed
deadlines, habitually underspent the allocated autism bud-
get, more than doubled the waitlist and destroyed capacity
for services. The ministry has not been transparent and
does not prioritize waitlisted children moving into core
services.

Since 2018, only 888 autistic children have been enrolled
into core services; therapy they need to learn, stay safe and
thrive. Some children have now waited more than six years
for therapy. These are years of  growth these children can-
not get back. An entire generation of  autistic people have
been let down by this government.

Most recently, the Ministry of  Children, Community and
Social Services has guaranteed that 8,000 waitlisted chil-
dren would be brought into core services by fall 2022. How-
ever, I know this to be untrue. The majority of  children be-
ing invited into service are those who are already in
service or received service under prior government pro-
grams.

As a concerned citizen and taxpayer, I expect that a world
class autism program be one that supports the clinically
recommended needs of  autistic people and prioritizes get-
ting more children into core services as soon as possible.

Anne Antenucci
THUNDER BAY


