
I
T’S AN underpinning of  our democracy that we can interact
with our politicians — from municipal council to the House
of  Commons — to express concerns, provide viewpoints on
policy issues and air differences of  opinion. If  you really dis-

agree, you can protest.
Yet there was nothing well-intentioned about the individual

who confronted Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland during her visit to Grande Prairie’s city hall
on Friday.

A video posted online showed the individual shouts Freeland’s
name as she heads to an elevator. He then launches into a pro-
fane tirade, calling her names and telling her to “get the f--- out of
this province,” while following her and her entourage to the ele-
vator.

Until the elevator doors slide shut, separating the two, it was-
n’t clear how this confrontation would end.

There was welcome condemnation of  the intimidating behav-
iour from across the political spectrum. Alberta Premier Jason

Kenney called it “reprehensible.”
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau urged political

leaders to take a united stance against such bully-
ing, warning that it “threatens and undermines
our democracy.”

If  there’s a silver lining to this disturbing inci-
dent, it brings a clear focus to what is a reality for many politi-
cians, journalists and others in the public sphere, especially
women and racialized individuals.

Calgary Mayor Jyoti Gondek took to Twitter to relate numer-
ous threats and acts of  intimidation, including a man telling her
in the 2017 municipal election that he knew where she lived and
that she should “watch out.”

“I am sharing all of  this now because you need to know that
there are people who feel that their freedoms involve being able
to intimidate others. They go after journalists & politicians with
no fear of  retribution,” she said.

What unfolded in Grande Prairie also underscores how the
hate that circulates online gives rise to physical confrontations.
One security expert familiar with the threats facing politicians
said this is increasingly common.

He described how a call-out on social media can rally protest-
ers to a politician’s location, quickly changing the dynamics of
what may have originally been perceived as a low-risk event.
“Now, anything can change in a New York minute,” he said.

That’s what forced the cancellation of  a Trudeau event in Em-
brun last month. In May, an ugly crowd that confronted NDP
Leader Jagmeet Singh in Peterborough, shouting expletives and
calling him a “traitor.”

The security environment for politicians has changed and ad-
ditional measures are needed.

For starters, police need to take more seriously that online
threats can pose real-life risks. Too often such online threats
brushed off  as not serious and thus never investigated, even
when they contain actual threats of  physical violence. As
Gondek wrote on Twitter, “The justice system needs to protect
people who are targeted. Listen to women who are telling you the
law is not strong enough to protect us.”

We need to recognize this is a consequence of  politics today.
Politicians deliberately stoke the partisan name-calling, fuel the
conspiracy theories, abetting extremism, fomenting division, all
to leverage support and donations, no matter the fallout.

“It’s more important than ever for political leaders — on left
and the right — to resist the temptation to profit from political
polarization,” Conservative MP Michelle Rempel Garner (Cal-
gary—Nose Hill) wrote on Twitter.

But the political polarization has not grown in vacuum. It
works because it finds a receptive audience, eager to amplify it.

We do deserve better from our politicians — and for our politi-
cians. But it’s up to us to demand a safe environment and more
civil tone because our democracy depends on it.

— An editorial from the Toronto Star (thestar.com)

BY FRANCO TERRAZZANO

THERE’S finally some good
news for taxpayers. Instead
of  balancing the budget in

2070, the Parliamentary Budget Of-
ficer’s (PBO) numbers now show
Canadians can look forward to a
balanced budget in only . . . wait
for it . . . 20 years.

Last year the Canadians Tax-
payers Federation used PBO data
to show the feds wouldn’t balance
the budget until 2070. This year,
the PBO’s data shows they will bal-
ance the budget in 2041, just less
than two decades from now. Is that
the restraint Finance Minister
Chrystia Freeland is talking about
when she touts the government’s
fiscal prudence?

Now brace yourself  for the bad
news. The feds won’t balance the
budget in 2041 if  interest rates tick
up, the economy doesn’t grow
every year without fail and politi-
cians can’t summon the spine to
say no to new spending.

To balance the budget two

decades from now, the average in-
terest rate charged on the debt
must be about 2.5 per cent. Right
now, according to the PBO, the gov-
ernment is paying 1.7 per cent.

Maybe interest rates will stay
that low forever. Maybe. But 2.5 per
cent is lower than interest rates
were every year between 1991 and
2015. And following July’s largest
one-time interest rate hike since
1998, Bank of  Canada Governor
Tiff  Macklem wrote in the Post
that “interest rates will need to
rise further.” So favourable rates
are far from a sure thing.

The PBO’s data also assumes
eight-per-cent nominal GDP

growth this year, five per cent next
year, then four per cent every year
until the budget is balanced in
2041. Maybe Canada will luck out
with two decades of  uninterrupted
growth — something that hasn’t
happened since, well, ever. But
what if  we don’t?

Here’s the biggest hurdle for
this government. The PBO’s data
only “reflects federal and provin-
cial budgets from spring 2022.”
That means a balanced budget in
2041 relies on politicians not
spending any money not already
included in Budget 2022.

But Finance Minister Freeland
has already acknowledged that
Budget 2022 doesn’t include every-
thing the Liberals promised in last
year’s election. “We will do more
things over the next three bud-
gets,” she has said.

Given the government’s track
record, assuming it won’t find new
ways to spend money is like as-
suming you’re going to pass on a
second piece of  pumpkin pie on
Thanksgiving: a great idea in prin-

ciple that is never gonna happen.
The Trudeau government was

spending more money before the
pandemic than Ottawa did during
any year of  the Second World War,
even after accounting for inflation
and population growth. And this
year, the government wants to
spend $90 billion more than that.

Even if  the feds do finally bal-
ance the budget in 2041, thanks to
relatively low interest rates and
steady economic growth, interest
charges on the government credit
card will have cost taxpayers $802
billion over those two decades.
That’s $18,000 for every Canadian.

One of  the main problems with
never-ending deficits is that the
more the government borrows, the
more interest taxpayers are forced
to pay instead that money being
used to improve government ser-
vices and lower taxes.

And here’s the other issue.
Years of  deficits and higher bor-
rowing costs will put pressure on
politicians to start looking for new
taxes. Though the prime minister

promised not to raise taxes, your
tax bill is going up this year if  you
make more than $40,000.

Of  course, there’s nothing tech-
nically stopping the government
from balancing the budget long be-
fore 2041. It could balance the bud-
get as early as 2024 if  it brought its
spending back to the all-time highs
it established pre-pandemic, even
adjusting upward for inflation and
population growth since then.

The feds could balance the bud-
get, waste less money on interest
and avoid future tax hikes by mus-
tering a modicum of  restraint. It’s
time for Ottawa politicians to take
deficits seriously again and tight-
en their belts like the rest of  us.

Franco Terrazzano is the federal
director of  the Canadian Taxpay-
ers Federation, an independent citi-
zens’ advocacy group fighting for
lower taxes, less waste and more ac-
countable government. Column
courtesy of  Troy Media (troy-
media.com).

FROM THE THUNDER BAY CEDC

SASHA Bubon, associate sci-
entist at the Thunder Bay Re-
gional Research Institute and

chief  technology officer of  Radi-
alis Medical, has accomplished a
lot since immigrating from
Ukraine 12 years ago.

His story and eventual path to
Canada began with an online
search when he was an undergrad-
uate student with a degree in com-
puter science and engineering. He
was looking to apply to a masters
program in physics and was re-
searching international opportu-
nities when his search led him to
Alla Reznik, currently the Canada
Research Chair in physics radia-
tion and medical imaging and a
professor at Lakehead University.

Sasha had never heard of  Lake-
head University, or Thunder Bay,
but he was interested in Reznik’s
work and the connection with
Reznik (who, coincidentally, is also
from the Ukraine) sparked the
journey that would eventually lead
him to the shores of  Lake Superi-
or.

But it would take a while and, as
Sasha tells it, there was a lot of  pa-
perwork and back-and-forth com-
munications before his arrival in
Canada in 2010. He began the
process in 2009 and recalls the that
it took some time to determine
what the university would accept
and verification of  his degree from
the Ukraine.

The program at Lakehead Uni-
versity is thesis based and the re-
search is for detectors in medical
imaging. Sasha feels that his edu-
cation in engineering from the
Ukraine was especially helpful in
applying for the applied physics
program. This was exactly what
Reznik was working on, and his
background was a perfect fit.
Sasha was accepted into the pro-
gram and after a few more delays,
finally found himself  on his way to
Canada.

It was the middle of  winter
when Sasha arrived in Thunder
Bay in January 2010 and although
he had researched the city, he
found it to be a quite a change from
home and what he was used to.
Born and raised in the Ukrainian
capital of  Kyiv, — a large city
which he describes as “vibrant
and dynamic” — he readily admits
that it was quite a transition to
what he describes as “rural Cana-
da.” He had never heard of  Thun-
der Bay before and other than
Reznik, who had just recently

moved from Toronto to Thunder
Bay herself, he had no other con-
nections to the city.

The Thunder Bay Regional Re-
search Institute was just starting
up at that time and Sasha was one
of  the first masters students to
work there. It was a tremendous
opportunity and in addition own-
ing and managing his own busi-
ness, Radialis Medical, he has re-
mained there and a contributing
member of  the Thunder Bay com-
munity ever since.

Sasha recalls his initial impres-
sions of  the area when he arrived
and how it compared to the re-
search he did to prepare for the
move. The weather required some
adjusting initially.

Because Thunder Bay is on the
same latitude as Kyiv, he expected
similar conditions but hadn’t fac-
tored in the cooling effect of  Lake
Superior, which he describes with
a hint of  humour as a “giant ther-
mos.” Sasha’s geography research
gave him a better sense of  where
he was located in Ontario and he
noted the city’s closeness to the
American border, which saw as be-
ing a plus. But he didn’t know
much about the city of  Thunder
Bay itself.

Most of  what he knew was
through his association with
Reznik who he describes as a “su-
perstar” in the science field and he
readily admits that he came here
specifically for the opportunity to
work with her. But Sasha is not
short on enthusiasm for his adopt-
ed city.

“I’m a very big believer that, for
a newcomer, there is no better
place to start their journey to
Canada, than to come to Thunder
Bay.”

He goes on to point out that
there are plenty of  job opportuni-
ties in the city and everyone he
knows who has immigrated here
has found a job. In addition, there
are the obvious advantages of  the
lower cost of  living and housing in
particular. Although the market
has cooled recently, Sasha has ob-

served that it is possible to live in
Thunder Bay and buy a house with
an income of  $ 40,000 a year, which
would be impossible living in larg-
er centre.

Sasha has found Thunder Bay to
be a welcoming community and
many of  the supports that were
given to him, such as finding a
place to live so he knew exactly
where he was going when he got
off  the plane, were provided by his
colleagues and connections at
Lakehead University. But much of
the work related to immigration
he had to handle on his own. He
found the bureaucracy to be frus-
trating but he can now take his
frustrations directly to the ballot
box as he became a proud Canadi-
an citizen (and a voter) in 2017.

Sasha also has become some-
what of  an ambassador for Thun-
der Bay. His colleagues at Lake-
head University initially felt that
they did not need an International
student. But after working with
him, they were asking him if  they
were more students interested in
coming here. Because Sasha trav-
els around the world in his job, he
is able to educate people about
Thunder Bay.

“Everywhere I go, I promote
Thunder Bay as much as I can,” he
says. He often meets Ukrainian
friends who have moved to various
locations elsewhere in the world
for job opportunities and he al-
ways manages to bring up Thun-
der Bay. He chuckles as he quotes
their usual response: “‘Yes, we
know Thunder Bay is the best
place in the world — as you keep
telling us.’”

Sasha’s work as a scientist and
researcher has been widely recog-
nized. In 2020, he received an
award for his work in developing a
“virtual biopsy” that uses new a
PET (positron emission tomogra-
phy) scan technique to detect
breast cancer. He has used his
skills and training to develop med-
ical imaging that will save lives.
This is his priority now but his en-
thusiasm and commitment to his
adopted city are hard to miss.

Thunder Bay Community Eco-
nomic Development Commission
(CEDC) has worked closely with
Sasha for more than 10 years in pro-
viding business advice and support
for his research and the develop-
ment of  Radialis. For more infor-
mation on CEDC programs, visit
gotothunderbay.ca. The views and
opinions expressed in this column
are those of  the author.
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