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F ALL the budgets introduced by the Ford government
in Ontario, last Thursday’s budget is the Fordiest of
them all. This is a budget that barely even pretends to be
a budget. It will never become law. Later this week On-

tario will be in an official election campaign (as opposed to the
unofficial one that’s been going on for a couple of  months.)

So the budget serves as the Progressive Conservative election
platform, and that’s actually a good thing. It means the govern-
ment is spelling out in detail what you’ll get (or more to the
point, what they’d like you to believe you’ll get) if  you vote for
them on June 2.

Hardly any of  it comes as a surprise. This is Ford-ism stripped
down to its basics. There’s more money, a lot of  it, for new high-
ways and upgrading existing ones. That includes the unneces-
sary and environmentally destructive Highway 413 project
across the north of  the GTA, as well as the Bradford Bypass and
expansion of  parts of  Highway 401.

To leave no doubt about its priorities, the government titled
the document “Ontario’s Plan to Build” and put a big picture of  a

congested highway on the cover. Message re-
ceived. This, indeed, is the blacktop budget.

There’s also a plethora of  givebacks and good-
ies for Ontarians, almost all of  them announced
over the past few weeks. They include the licence
fee rebate, the 5.7-cent-a-litre cut in the gasoline

tax, and an end to highway tolls.
One modest and welcome surprise is expanding a tax break for

lower-income people, so that anyone making up to $50,000 a year
will qualify. That means an additional 700,000 people will benefit
to the tune of  $300 a year, on average.

At least that measure is targeted at those who can really use a
bit of  extra money, rather than being scattered across the
province like bread crumbs tossed to a gaggle of  geese.

The budget doubles down on the government’s pitch to work-
ers. That’s traditional NDP/Liberal territory, but the Ford PCs
know where the votes are and they’ve been courting labour hard
with extra money for training, protections for gig workers, and a
boost in the minimum wage to $15.50. Plus a big bet on revitaliz-
ing the auto sector with electric vehicles, battery manufacturing
and so-called “critical minerals” from the north.

None of  that is new for the budget; it’s a recitation of  what the
government has been doing and announcing for weeks. As are
the plans to invest heavily in hospitals, long-term care, home
care, training more doctors and nurses, and all those other areas
where COVID shone a bright light on failures of  the existing sys-
tem.

So, whatever happened to the Ford government that came into
office grousing about the need to rein in supposedly runaway
spending? Reality happened, in the form of  the pandemic. Every-
one can now see the problem wasn’t out-of-control spending; it
was the failure to make sure the health care system was resilient
enough to withstand the challenges of  the past two years.

At this point the government says it will keep spending to
make up for that — on highways, health care and a lot more. But
is that what it will actually do if  it wins another mandate on
June 2?

On that point, we can’t be entirely sure. Oddly, Finance Minis-
ter Peter Bethlenfalvy would not commit to reintroducing this
budget, as written, after a PC victory.

The question for voters then is twofold. Do you like what Ford
is promising? And, if  so, do you trust him to carry through if
you give his party your vote?

— An editorial from the Toronto Star (thestar.com)

BY LAURA HARDMAN

PLASTIC pollution in Canada
is no secret. Spend time on
any marine or freshwater

shoreline and you’re guaranteed to
come across litter. And even
though many Canadians directly
observe and are negatively impact-
ed by this issue on a daily basis, we
are the world’s second highest
users of  plastic per capita and our
plastic use is increasing. It is pre-
dicted that Canadians’ use of  plas-
tic will balloon to more than six
million metric tonnes by 2030.

We all use plastic, and in many
cases it’s important for accessibili-
ty and safety. However, when it
comes to choosing alternatives, we
often blur the lines between neces-
sity and convenience. As a result,
they’ve become unnecessarily
ubiquitous and are now found in
virtually every environment, from
the deepest part of  the world’s
oceans to a human placenta.

In addition to its pervasiveness,
plastic is also directly harming en-
vironmental health. Entire ecosys-
tems have been devastated by plas-
tics, which can create physical
blockages, transport toxins and
even reduce oxygen production.
Wildlife mistakenly or unknowing-
ly ingest plastics, and this can re-
sult in fatal disruptions to repro-
ductive and endocrine systems, or
trauma like choking. Plastic can
also be a risk to human health,
though researchers are still trying
to understand the exact extent of
the negative impact.

The case is clear that an overre-
liance on plastics is only doing us
harm, but what is needed to miti-
gate this complex issue?

Simply put, we need to turn off
the plastic tap as much as possible

and clean up our collective mess.
This is an all-hands-on-deck situa-
tion, and individuals, the business
community and governments all
have an essential role to play.
These roles are interconnected
and create a cascading chain of
impact that can start with individ-
ual action and end with policy that
will protect the environment for
generations to come.

For one of  Canada’s most pro-
longed and effective efforts to
clean up plastic pollution — the
Ocean Wise Shoreline Cleanup —
volunteers are vital. In the last
year alone, 19,508 volunteers recov-
ered over 31,522 kilograms of  trash
from 2,219 kilometers of  shore-
lines across Canada. The program
has been supporting clean ups
since its inception in 1994 and this
year expects to celebrate its one
millionth participant. Canada’s
business community has signifi-
cantly contributed to these volun-
teer efforts, with workplaces sign-
ing up to lead over 896 cleanups in
2021.

Not only are these volunteer
community members and work-
places recovering plastic pollu-
tion, they are also keeping track of
what they find. This has trans-
formed the Shoreline Cleanup into
a community science initiative to
be reckoned with. Insights within
this dataset can and have informed
the development of  much needed
policy to protect against plastic
pollution, from the federal to mu-
nicipal level, enabling decision
makers to implement local sys-
tems that allow Canadians to
maintain our quality of  life with-

out relying on plastic.
This week is Canada’s National

Volunteer Week, a time for all
Canadians to challenge ourselves
to think critically about how we
can use our time to make this the
safest and healthiest place to live.
Volunteer to lead your first
cleanup, and help put your com-
munity on the map by recovering
and reporting the litter you find
(You can register your cleanup at
shorelinecleanup.org). Take fur-
ther action by turning off  the plas-
tic tap in your own life. Ocean
Wise’s plastic challenge can identi-
fy the unnecessary plastics you
use most and pathways to reduce
your use of  them at work and
home.

Canada’s unnecessary plastic
use is putting extreme pressure on
our health and that of  the nation’s
invaluable natural spaces, chal-
lenging our reputation as respon-
sible environmental stewards.

Pledges and commitments to
tackle the issue of  plastic pollu-
tion have been made by many:
from individuals like you, to busi-
nesses you frequent and the gov-
ernments that support us, but to
move the needle in a meaningful
way, urgent, tangible and collabo-
rative action is greatly needed.
Let’s follow the example set by vol-
unteers across Canada, and do our
part to make our beloved home a
healthier place.

Laura Hardman is director of
the Ocean Wise plastic initiative
and the shoreline cleanup. Ocean
Wise is a Canadian non-profit orga-
nization whose mission is to em-
power communities and individu-
als to take action to protect and
restore our world’s oceans.

BY SCOTT J. BRADLEY

THE Thunder Bay Museum
in April of  2022 began host-
ing the travelling exhibit,

“And In 1948, I Came To Canada”:
The Holocaust In Six Dates. It
came from the Montreal Holo-
caust Museum, which developed
the exhibit with funding support
from the government of  Canada.

You may be wondering why is a
museum in Northwestern On-
tario hosting an exhibit about
events in Europe from before,
during, and after the Second
World War. Museums are not and
cannot be neutral. We must take
stands on social and political is-
sues while advocating for a more
inclusive and equitable society.
For otherwise, our silences cre-
ate a permissive culture for those
who would institutionalize
racism and bigotry.

It is quite clear that, from time
to time, our Thunder Bay Muse-
um team has an ethical responsi-
bility as public historians to
work with experts, institutions
and organizations dedicated to
ensuring that the deliberate and
deplorable acts of  the Holocaust,
as well as other acts of  evil, are
never forgotten, nor repeated.

A museum’s best tools for this
are programming and exhibits to
educate the public on what took
place and why. In an ideal situa-
tion, the content from exhibits
such as this has its biggest im-
pact on community leaders and
youth. They are the greatest
agents of  change in the present
and the guardians of  a just and
equitable future. For we must en-
sure that we as a society never
forget what happened so we can
end the genocides happening now
and ensure that they never hap-
pen again. This is why bringing

travelling exhibits to your Thun-
der Bay Museum such as this one
is so vital to these efforts.

The exhibit “And In 1948, I
Came To Canada”: The Holocaust
In Six Dates offers a Canadian
perspective commemorating the
victims of  the Holocaust and ho-
nours the survivors who made
Canada their new home. It does
this by exploring six key themes:
the 1933 Nazi rise to power and
anti-Jewish laws, the 1939 begin-
ning of  the war and creation of
ghettos, the 1941 invasion of  the
Soviet Union and mass murders
by mobile killing units, the 1942
deportation to the death camps,
the 1943 resistance, and the 1945
liberation and the post-war peri-
od.

The Thunder Bay Museum al-
so worked in partnership with
the Shaarey Shomayim Congre-
gation of  Thunder Bay to develop
locally relevant content about the
Jewish community in the area.
Several artifacts that are on loan

to the museum are included with
historical interpretation along-
side the travelling exhibition.

It is well known that ig-
norance and fear of  the unknown
are the greatest causes of  hate
that eventually leads to geno-
cides. This exhibit and many that
the Thunder Bay Museum will be
hosting in the future will bring
knowledge to those who need and
desire it.

We plan on hosting travelling
exhibits in the future that ad-
dress residential schools, miss-
ing and murdered Indigenous
women and girls and 2SLGTBQ.
These are topics which have im-
pacted peoples in Canada and
Northwestern Ontario.

Join us in learning about the
Holocaust, its causes and im-
pacts. And actively oppose igno-
rance, fear, hate, violence, and
genocide. If  we can change just a
few hearts and minds, our efforts
will be successful.

The exhibit, available in both
English and French, is included
with admission and will be at the
Thunder Bay Museum until July
24.

Scott Bradley has been the exec-
utive director of  the Thunder Bay
Historical Museum Society since
January of  2020. He holds a mas-
ters of  arts degree in public histo-
ry from Wright State University
and previously worked for the Na-
tional Museum of  the United
States Air Force for more than 16
years. The views and opinions ex-
pressed in this column are those of
the author.
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AGAIN, we the public are sub-
jected to fine sounding opin-

ions (Border Shouldn’t Be Barri-
er — column, April 28), but from
sources that have only one inter-
est — to keep oil at the top of  the
energy supply.

The Canadian Energy Centre’s
Deborah Jaremko quotes U.S.
Senator Joe Manchin about how
to sort out the crisis with Russian
oil being restricted for sale to the
west. The trouble is Manchin, due
to his recent actions, has shown
that he is actually a Republican
and has done more to disrupt the
Democratic agenda than former
U.S. president Donald Trump.

Manchin is bought and paid for
by oil industry, but holds im-
mense power. As a Canadian, it
insults me to have a flowery writ-

ten article saying how good it is
for us as Canadians to sell our oil.

I thought we were supposedly
getting off  oil, but daily we are
subjected to fine-sounding ideas
that boil down to more of  the
same. In the same paper, a big oil
company complains they are not
getting enough government sup-
port, or they need more corporate
welfare.

When do we wake up to the fact
we are at a precipice of  unimag-
inable horror. And yet daily,
views from the right wing are
presented to us as reasonable ar-
guments.

We should be getting solutions,
not more problems.

Ross Singleton
THUNDER BAY

Oil advocates distract us
from finding real solutions


