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Much work
remains after
papal apology
HEN Pope Francis spoke the words “I am very sorry” to an Indigenous delegation from Canada, it
was an act that was both historic and the least he
could do.
For decades, the Catholic Church has been called on to apologize for its role in the horrors of residential schools in Canada, the deaths of thousands of children, the physical and sexual assaults, the destruction of families and communities, the
attempt to erase First Nations identity.
What was inflicted on Indigenous children by some members of the church through the ideology of colonialism was
“deplorable,” the Pope said, and brought him “sorrow and
shame.”
He asked for the pardon of Indigenous peoples who endured
and lost so much and who still bear the burden and pain of inter-generational trauma — a consequence the
Pope acknowledged.
To a person, First Nations leaders said they
were grateful for the apology, that they felt
heard and understood. To a person, they said it
was long overdue. And to a person, they said
there was much more to be done.
The Pope — who suggested he will come to Canada, possibly
in July — must apologize in person, in Canada for the crimes
in which the church was complicit, they said.
As newsworthy as the apology was, there remain legitimate
questions about whether remorse so belatedly expressed, and
which had to be so persistently asked for, is not diluted beyond
real meaning.
That an institution so insistent on the confession and atonement of its adherents should be so resistant to honouring
those virtues itself was a contradiction that Canadian bishops
William McGrattan and Raymond Poisson, accompanying the
delegation, struggled unsuccessfully on Friday to explain.
It also did not go unnoticed that the Pope apologized for the
conduct of “members” of the Church, not the role of the institution in a systematic campaign of extinguishing identity, language and culture in First Nations children.
Still, it was a start, a first step that left most of the delegation praising the pontiff after the week-long series of meetings at which they said he listened closely.
“This is so long overdue,” said Cassidy Caron, president of
the Metis National Council.
“There is much work to be done,” she went on. “There is
much action to be done as well.”
Indigenous leaders want the church to make good on millions of dollars in reparations it owes under the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement but has gone to court to
avoid paying.
They want records in the Vatican archives relating to residential schools released so survivors can learn what happened
to their lost loved ones and which employees might still be
alive to be held accountable.
They want priest Johannes Rivoire, 93, extradited from
France to answer to charges for sexual assault allegedly perpetrated while he was working in Nunavut decades ago.
As part of the exchange of gifts at the meetings with the
Pope, one item seemed rich with meaning.
Francis was given a cradleboard, on which Indigenous infants were swaddled and carried by their mothers.
His staff returned it to the visitors, saying that when the
Pope comes to Canada, that’s the first thing he wants to be given — to honour the lost children.
As symbols go, that exchange — on lands where the sins
were committed — would likely go a good way toward redemption.

W

OTHER
VIEWS
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Community partners continue
efforts to fight hate, racism
BY LEE-ANN CHEVRETTE
HE 2020 hate crime statistics
released by Statistics Canada on March 17 clearly
shows that much work remains to
be done.
The data shows that Thunder
Bay ranked fifth in police-reported hate crimes per capita in Canada in 2020, with a rate of 11.1 incidents per 100,000 population. In
2015 and 2017, Thunder Bay
ranked first, with rates of 22.3 and
17.4, respectively.
Since 2013, local police hate
crime data identifies the greatest
motivating factor for hate crimes
is race, followed by religion and
sexual orientation. It is important
to also recognize that these numbers likely represent just a fraction of the total incidents that actually take place, as many people
are still not reporting.
In June 2021, Thunder Bay City
Council approved the provincially
mandated Community Safety and
Well-Being (CSWB) Plan. The
community identified racism and
discrimination as significant
threats to safety and well-being in
Thunder Bay. Those issues are
built into the plan, with a focus on
tackling interpersonal, institutional and systemic racism. Diversity Thunder Bay is the action
table for this priority area, meaning it will champion this work and
work alongside other community
partners who are likewise committed to fighting racism and
hate.
Several local programs have
sought to raise awareness and
spark action to join the fight
against racism and hate. One example is the implementation of
Recommendation 112 from the
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The Thunder Bay’s Anti-Racism
and Respect Committee and
Diversity Thunder Bay produce
this monthly column to promote
greater understanding of race
relations in Northwestern Ontario.
Seven Youth Inquest, which involved numerous local Indigenous organizations, Indigenous
youth, and other community partners. These groups collaborated
to develop a public education campaign to raise awareness about
racially motivated crimes, specifically those involving Indigenous
people residing in and around
Thunder Bay.
The campaign was first
launched last fall and relaunched
on March 21 to coincide with the
United Nations International Day
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The campaign provides information about racism
and hate, including psychological
and social impacts, and encourages numerous actions residents
can take to join the fight in Thunder Bay.
Other local efforts have focused
on encouraging reporting of
racism and hate, deepening our
collective understanding about Indigenous history and the legacy of
residential schools, building solidarity, and mobilizing action
against both interpersonal and

systemic racism.
Another visible effort includes
the Youth in Solidarity Against
Racism and Hate Collective,
which recently completed a public
art mural on Cooke Street. In the
coming months, additional local
efforts will be made more visible,
including a campaign from the
Youth Collective, a public education campaign for Recommendation 116 from the Seven Youth Inquest, and more materials related
to Recommendation 112, among
others.
Despite these efforts, ongoing
hate-motivated incidents perpetrated against individuals and
groups in our community persist,
as well as systemic and structural
issues.
Overall, the hate crime data
shows the number of hate crimes
reported to police across the country rose 37 per cent in the first
year of the COVID-19 pandemic,
compared with the previous year.
Statistics Canada says police-reported hate crimes targeting race
or ethnicity rose 80 per cent in
2020, compared with 2019, and accounted for the bulk of the national increase.
We all have a role to play in
combatting racism in our city.
The City plays an important role,
and continues to work closely
with community partners. Together, we can and must do better.
Lee-Ann Chevrette is the community safety and well-being specialist with the City of Thunder Bay,
and co-ordinates Diversity Thunder Bay’s Truth and Reconciliation Working Group. The views
and opinions expressed in this column are those of the author.
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Putin’s war puts global food security in jeopardy
BY SYLVAIN CHARLEBOIS
.S. PRESIDENT Joe Biden
was the first G7 leader to
admit publicly that many
parts of the world will soon experience food shortages and even
famine. The world will be short of
many commodities.
Regions like the Middle East
and northeastern Africa already
have dangerously low food inventories. The world will soon discover that the pandemic was just a
dress rehearsal for what’s about
to happen.
The circumstances are the result of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. Russia and Ukraine together export over a quarter of
the global supply of wheat and
one-fifth of the world’s corn supply.
Saying that Ukraine is Europe’s breadbasket is an understatement. Half of Africa’s wheat
imports come from Ukraine and
Russia, which is also a major fertilizer exporter.
Because of sanctions, Russia
can’t sell to anyone except perhaps China. And with limited or
no access to fuel, farmers in the
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region can’t even think about
putting seeds in the ground.
To make matters worse, the
United Nations World Food Programme, the largest such operation in the world and winner of
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2020, has
lost one of its most significant
contributors. Last year, Ukraine
was the largest single source of
food for the program, providing
nine per cent of the total food provisions managed by the World
Food Programme, which was already carrying a deficit due to
pandemic-related complications.
Countries in need may not be
able to rely on the World Food Programme this year. So the almost
eight billion people in the world
face unprecedented food shortages.

All eyes are on North America
to make up for the losses generated by the conflict and subsequent
sanctions.
Many observers expect, or at
least hope, that farmers will plant
more this year. But relying on specific quantities planted by farmers can be problematic. Input
costs like fertilizers and fuel are
going up even more than the price
of grains like wheat.
If the Ukraine conflict ends in
the next month, it would be good
news for the world. But farmers
may end up losing with prices
plummeting. They’re keenly
aware of this agonizing possibility.
Mostly unknown in Canada is
the fact that Canpotex, a
Saskatchewan-based company, is
mandated to sell fertilizers to the
rest of the world for export markets. It’s owned by Nutrien and
Mosaic, two industry powerhouses.
Canpotex helps both companies
collude and inflate fertilizer
prices on world markets. This archaic model is perilous to global
food security and this year’s
predicament makes this painfully

obvious.
For decades, Canada and
Saskatchewan have supported a
supply-side economics scheme
that drives fertilizer prices higher. Production has been adjusted
based on market prices, which is
why Nutrien opted to increase its
production by 20 per cent recently.
But if prices drop, potash mines
would close. That’s simple but incredibly irresponsible.
Canpotex was set up to counter
another cartel in Belarus that no
longer exists. The issue will eventually need to be addressed.
But some things can be done
now. To give Canadian farmers
immediate help, the industry
needs a complete rollback of taxes
and adjustments to emission reduction targets. Both federal and
provincial governments can do
something about this.
It’s unreasonable and irresponsible to continue honouring our
environmental objectives when
many could die from hunger in
months. Farmers need all the help
they can get.
The food-to-fuel issue is another lingering challenge. About 65
per cent of corn grown in North

America is used for biofuel production. This year, food should be
considered a priority for businesses and governments involved.
It’s highly unlikely Canada will
experience severe food shortages.
Nonetheless, many countries —
including Canada — will face a real and harsh dilemma in the coming months. We must try to balance our nation’s food security
needs while helping other regions.
The World Food Programme
and other organizations will come
to Canada asking for more help.
Food affordability will continue to be a growing issue. Many
families are falling behind as
wages can’t keep pace with rising
food prices.
But ultimately, we should just
feel lucky we have food on grocery
shelves. This is how bad it will
get.
Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food analytics
lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dalhousie University. Column courtesy of Troy
Media (troymedia.com).

