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Tenative
toes in
the water
HERE’S unease with the easing of pandemic restrictions. After two years of mostly understandable caution and confusion, the current round of steps towards
normal feels a bit like walking out onto Lake Superior
on a sunny day in March. You might be on solid, two-feet-thick
ice, but a little apprehension doesn’t hurt.
On Monday, Ontario’s government announced the end of
vaccine certificate requirements will come on March 1. Other
loosening of rules are coming, including the elimination of
limits for public gatherings. Some of that loosening starts this
week as social gathering limits are raised.
On Thursday, indoor gathering limits will be removed in
places such as restaurants, theatres, bars and gyms. Great
news for both businesses needing customers and residents who
miss getting out and about.
The elimination of the 500-person limit for indoor sporting
events comes just in time for final two regular season games
for the Lakehead Thunderwolves men’s hockey team. The 50
per cent capacity limit remains in place for now, but that still
allows for more than triple the number of fans that would have
been permitted a week earlier.
As with almost all pandemic protocols, some call the latest
changes ‘too little, too late’ while others say ‘too much, too
soon.’ Don’t for a second assume that critics on either side
know exactly how this will play out, no matter how loudly they
speak with confidence. There are still reasons for both caution
and optimism.
Residents who pay attention know that we’ve been getting
closer to lowered restrictions for some time. Even though the
daily counts of deaths related to COVID-19 in recent weeks
have been at their highest since vaccines became widely available, the underlying data on the spread of the disease has been
encouraging.
The slowing spread of the disease has been reflected in the
more-important data on virus-related admissions to hospitals
and intensive care units. Those numbers, more than community case counts, will remain of great importance in guiding ongoing public health decisions.
We are getting to a better place because vaccines work, restrictions work, masks work and social distancing works. None
of those measures are 100 per cent, but all of them have made a
difference and saved lives.
Another encouraging sign that we’re getting there came
Tuesday with the announcement of details for this spring’s Polar Bear Plunge. Like many important fundraisers, this event
has been a no-go over the past two years. Participants will
plunge into the icy water of Lake Superior at Marina Park’s
boat launch on April 9. Their fundraising efforts will support
Special Olympics Athletes, Roots to Harvest, CNIB Thunder
Bay and PRO Kids. These are always great causes, but even
more so now. Ensuring cultural and recreational opportunities
for all children can do so much to get us through the COVID
hangover.
The polar plunge tradition embodies an adventurous spirit.
Longing for summer and weary of winter, residents jump into
water surrounded by thick ice. It’s pretty easy to see the parallel to our pandemic-weary, societal plunge back into life as we
knew it.
We all need to think about jumping into the water. Go when
you’re ready, but don’t wait forever.
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Speaker talks reconciliation
BY LISA BECKWICK

leased her most recent book, The
‘Indian’ In The Cabinet, which became a number one national bestseller and was a finalist for the
Writers’ Trust Balsillie Prize for
Public Policy. In the book, she
shares her experience as an Indigenous leader sitting around the
cabinet table of the federal government, her proudest achievements,
the very public SNC-Lavalin affair,
and how she got out and moved forward.
Now, sitting as an Independent
member in Parliament, WilsonRaybould believes there is a better
way to govern and a better way for
politics — one that will make a better country for all.
In this exclusive talk on “Taking Steps to Advance True Reconciliation,” Wilson-Raybould will
discuss a variety of topics related
to this important public policy issue, including why governments
struggle to advance true reconciliation, UNDRIP (United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples), racial justice
for Indigenous peoples and addressing our legacy of colonialism, challenges that we may face
as a community and as individuals, and creating safe spaces to
have these important conversations. Her presentation will be followed by a brief question period.
Please join us on Wednesday,
March 23 from 12 noon to
1:15 pm for the Hon. Wilson-Raybould’s enlightening presentation on diversity and inclusion and
what we can do as a community to advance true
reconciliation. Diversity
Thunder Bay, in collaboration with many generous
sponsors, is offering this
presentation in a virtual
format, free of charge. To
reserve your ticket, go to
diversitythunderbay.ca or
@DiversityThunderBay on
Facebook.

IVERSITY Thunder Bay is
proud to present the Hon.
Jody Wilson-Raybould, who
will be the keynote speaker for Diversity Thunder Bay’s 16th annual
celebration for the elimination of
ONE CITY,
racial discrimination. Wilson-RayMANY VOICES
bould is a national best-selling author, Canada’s first Indigenous
minister of justice and attorney The Thunder Bay’s Anti-Racism
general, the first elected female In- and Respect Committee and
dependent member of Parliament, Diversity Thunder Bay produce
and former B.C. Regional Chief. this monthly column to promote
She has been a leader among In- greater understanding of race
digenous peoples advocating for relations in Northwestern Ontario.
the proper recognition and implementation of Indigenous rights.
Diversity Thunder Bay is a community-based organization whose
mission is to work towards an equitable community, free of racism
and discrimination of any kind.
Every year, Diversity Thunder Bay
honours the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination, held on ple.”
March 21, by inviting distinInspired by her grandmother,
guished speakers to help initiate who persevered throughout her
crucial conversations in our com- life to keep alive the governing tramunity.
ditions of her people, and raised as
In the 1960 Sharpeville mas- the daughter of a hereditary chief
sacre, 69 unarmed and peaceful and Indigenous leader, Wilsondemonstrators were killed by Raybould always knew she was
South African police as they destined for leadership roles and
protested the country’s unjust responsibilities.
apartheid laws. Since proclaiming
In 2021, Wilson-Raybould rethe day in 1966, the United
Nations General Assembly
called on the international
community to redouble its
efforts to eliminate all
forms of racial discrimination. Racist laws and practices have been abolished
in many countries but, despite much progress,
racism continues to exist
and to affect the lives of individuals and ethnic and
religious groups worldwide.
Wilson-Raybould is a
lawyer, advocate, and
leader among British Columbia’s First Nations. She
is a descendant of the Musgamagw Tsawataineuk and
Laich-Kwil-Tach peoples,
which are part of the
Kwakwaka’wakw
and
known as the Kwak’walaspeaking peoples. She is a
member of the We Wai Kai Jody Wilson-Raybould will be the keynote
Nation with her traditional speaker on March 23 for Diversity Thunder
name, Puglaas, meaning Bay’s celebration for the elimination of
“woman born to noble peo- racial discrimination.
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Wilson-Raybould
share experiences
with audience
in Thunder Bay

Lisa Beckwick is the director of organizational
and people development for
St. Joseph’s Care Group, is
co-chair for the Celebration,
and has been a member of
Diversity Thunder Bay
since 2005. The views and
opinions expressed in this
column are those of the author.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
City drug houses
difficult to shut down
ET me say, I’m a huge fan of
our police service. I have ever
L
been a police officer. These days
the men and women of our force
have many challenges everyday
working with the public. Accidents, traffic jams, murders, drug
dealing — amongst many other
things.
I see that now they are starting
a new program: Project Reveal.
Everyone knows the problems
with the drug trade in this fine
city. My family and other families
have lost loved ones due to these
deadly people who sell it.
How is Project Reveal going to
work? It hasn’t for a member of
my family. There’s been a drug
house beside their house for the
last two years, along with one behind her on the next street.
Every day and in the middle of
the night, cars come and go. Taxis
and rideshare vehicles bring customers and many more are buying
or picking up drugs. I know this
because my family member has
many hours of security footage of
these activities.
The police have viewed most of
it. They know what’s going on in
that house & have been there

many times. My family member
has also been in contact with our
city council about this problem
and even they refuse to acknowledge the problem.
So what is Project Reveal really
going to accomplish.
The drug trade is the real enemy here.
In all honesty, I hope the program does work and we can get
our wonderful city back.

Chuck Cowie
THUNDER BAY

Wake up and put
down your phones
E NEED to wake up people.
W
Now, before we go right over
the edge.
Social media is turning us into
robots, lashing out and sprouting
whatever we want with no filters,
doing whatever we want, disrupting people’s lives. It’s all in the
name of freedom — the very same
freedom we are taking from others.
Is this the kind of society we
want? Cruel, judgemental, rating
this person, rating that service.
What are we becoming?
All it has done is given certain
undesirables a platform to inflict a
lot of damage over a lot of people.

It has given permission for anyone
to speak their mind — right or
wrong, no matter who gets hurt,
spreading lies and hate. We are being poisoned, people. Wake up. Put
down your phones and wake up.
We are being manipulated and
controlled. If you don’t believe me,
watch the Netflix docudrama The
Social Dilemma.

Brenda Soer
THUNDER BAY

Responsible truckers
can rebuke extremists
HERE are people in this world
whose fear trumps every
T
thought and process of their lives.
As a result, they gravitate to conspiracy theories that have no value. They are people whose integrity is lost, so they deploy tactics to
purposely try and confuse you.
They manipulate life events for
their own gain, often twisting historical truths to push forward
their agendas while somehow
making them sound virtuous.
Extremist truckers and hate
groups are holding Canadians
hostage. Truckers have a right to
disagree with government, right
to protest, but they don’t have the
right to intimidate or coerce people to agree with their beliefs, or
destroy private property.

The responsible truckers mission was compromised, swept under, infiltrated by agitators and lunatics. Legitimate truckers should
have immediately disassociated
themselves once the hooligans,
racists, white supremacists,
misogynists and political terrorists mobilized their hate movement.
But they didn’t.
They allowed their anger to fester and speak for them, and that
anger then aligned itself (possibly
unintentionally) with the twisted
morality of disturbers and agitators. If this is not true then how
did racism, hate symbols, misogynistic beliefs and radical political
ideology become part of the Freedom Convoy? Was it truckers who
urinated on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier or truckers who
desecrated the Terry Fox memorial and other statues?
These extremists who spew
hate are political assassins of real
freedom. They spread their nutbar propaganda the same way that
caused the insurrection in the
United States. They have interfered in Canadian life and politics.
The same fringe element, with
unproven beliefs, have attacked
and harassed the heroes of our
health care system. Where is the
sanity in doing this? Our health

care workers have gone above and
beyond working in extremely difficult circumstances to save lives.
These extremists have bullied
and intimidated Ottawa citizens.
They’ve threatened workers
preparing food for the needy.
They’ve committed stupid and
dangerous acts, like transporting
dangerous goods (in unsecured fuel cans), purposely driven the
wrong way in one-way traffic, run
stop signs, speeded on local
streets, displayed swastika flags
and other hate symbols, made
criminal threats against politicians and threatened women with
rape.
This revolting ideology has no
place in Canada. It is wrong. It is
not called freedom when you promote hate and violence or deny
someone else their freedom.
Responsible truckers must rebuke these extremists and go
home. Nothing can be gained by
staying. These racists, bigots, religious zealots, political terrorists
and hate mongers have taken over
Canadian streets. They have
caused significant disruption, undo stress, extreme fear and financial hardship to the Ottawa economy, along with the whole country.
Enough.

Karen Rooney
THUNDER BAY

