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Attacks on
media hurt
democracy
EXICO is experiencing one of the deadliest periods on
record for journalists, with five killed so far this year.
But instead of addressing these dangers, President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador devoted much of his
regular news conference on Friday to attacking one of the country’s most prominent media figures, Carlos Loret de Mola.
Loret de Mola, a contributing columnist for The Washington
Post’s Spanish-language Post Opinion section, is a household
name in Mexico, reporting for print, radio and television. A frequent critic of the government, he recently released an investigation into Lopez Obrador’s son, whose apparently lavish
lifestyle stands in dramatic contrast to the Mexican president’s
down-to-earth public persona.
On Friday, in a brazen attempt to discredit and intimidate an
independent voice, Lopez Obrador presented a slide purporting
to show Loret de Mola’s income in 2021. He claimed it was “15
times” more than the president’s salary, though
Loret de Mola says that the amounts presented
were false and that he hasn’t worked for at least
one of the organizations listed since 2019. The
public sharing of a citizen’s confidential financial
information is an unprecedented abuse of power.
Lopez Obrador has also threatened to ask tax authorities to confirm this information, which would violate Mexico’s privacy
laws.
Lopez Obrador renewed the attacks Monday, calling those who
publish critical articles “thugs, mercenaries (and) sellouts.” The
episode marks a new low in his fraught relationship with the media. He has often complained about critical reporting, calling
himself “the most attacked president in the last 100 years.” His
most recent tirade only emboldens those who attack journalists
amid a surge of violence against reporters and whistleblowers —
most of whom are not as well known as Loret de Mola.
Just hours before the news conference, reporter Heber Lopez
Vasquez was shot and killed outside his house in Oaxaca. Lourdes Maldonado Lopez — who in 2019 told Lopez Obrador that she
feared for her life — was shot dead in a car in Tijuana last
month. Reporter Jose Luis Gamboa, photojournalist Margarito
Martinez and camera operator Roberto Toledo were also killed in
January.
Even before this year, Mexico was one of the most dangerous
countries in the world for journalists, with at least seven killed
in 2021 and 15 currently reported missing. Most of the attacks on
media workers stem from municipal authorities and organized
crime, according to government data. Lopez Obrador’s administration has expanded the country’s press protection program, but
rights groups and journalists say criminals can still commit acts
of violence with impunity.
The escalating violence is a stain on Mexico’s democratic
record. The Biden administration last year committed to “protecting and promoting free, independent, and diverse media
around the world.” It should condemn the attacks on Mexican
journalists and call for our democratic allies to support a free
press. If they don’t, rogue regimes and bad actors will continue
to act as though they have a free hand in their escalating efforts
to silence independent voices.
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Bill 21 wrong for Canada
In the absence of federal government action,
municipalities standing up to Quebec law
BY JASON VELTRI
S CHAIR of the City of
Thunder
Bay’s
AntiRacism & Respect Advisory
Committee, I believe that racism
in all forms, both locally and nationally, must be a focus of our
work. And, that’s why it is pertinent to discuss Quebec’s Bill 21.
What is Bill 21? Bill 21 is legislation that bans the wearing and
displaying of religious symbols
such as hijabs, kippas, turbans
and crosses by teachers and other
public service employees deemed
to be in positions of authority.
The Quebec government passed
the bill in June of 2019. Most recently, the bill was used to fire a
Grade 3 teacher in Chelsea, Que.,
for wearing her hijab to work.
The premise of the bill is rooted in discrimination and built on
colonial racism. This not only is a
fundamental attack on the Charter of Rights and Freedoms but
it’s an attack on diverse cultures
like Muslim, Sikh, Hindu and other often-marginalized backgrounds in Canada.
Under Section 2a of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms,
Canadians are free to follow the
religion of their choice and are
guaranteed freedom of thought,
belief and expression of such religious beliefs.
The attack on our charter affects all of us; it worsens social
attitudes and prejudice towards
Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus along
with other religions and religious
symbols in Quebec and Canada.
Most recently, efforts have been
made to fight back against this
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very dangerous legislation in
Quebec. The efforts have been
lead by Patrick Brown, the mayor
of Brampton, Ont., and other
members of Ontario’s Big City
Mayors, which has enlisted Canadian municipalities to step up to
call for a court challenge of Bill
21 in the Supreme Court of Canada in the absence of federal government action. It is the federal
government’s role to ensure the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms
is upheld.
At the Jan. 17 meeting of the
Anti-Racism and Respect Advisory Committee, I proposed a motion to ask the Thunder Bay City
Council to publicly oppose Quebec’s Bill 21. The motion asked
city council to show leadership by
endorsing the initiative lead by
Mayor Brown and Ontario’s Big
City Mayors that asks the Canadian Coalition of Inclusive Municipalities to create a nationwide
campaign that highlights the
harmful and widespread impacts

of Bill 21 on social cohesion and
inclusion in Canada.
It was recommended that the
City of Thunder Bay send a letter
to the federal government requesting they unequivocally condemn and challenge Bill 21. On
Feb. 14, Thunder Bay City Council showed leadership by unanimously passing this recommendation from the Anti-Racism and
Respect Advisory Committee.
Moving forward, I strongly believe that it is everyone’s responsibility to open their minds and
hearts to the divisiveness of policies like this. We need to renew
our focus on building inclusive,
welcoming and vibrantly diverse
and multicultural communities
because that is what makes Canada one of the most desirable and
highly ranked countries to live
and visit.
The troublesome and dangerous precedent that Quebec’s Bill
21 has set could bleed into the fabric of our society and leave lasting damage to our nation, communities and to what makes
Canada, Canada. It is my belief
that people should not be forced
to make the choice between their
religion, their identity and their
profession.
Jason Veltri chairs the City of
Thunder Bay’s Anti-Racism and
Respect Advisory Committee, is
president of Rainbow Collective of
Thunder Bay and a community activist for inclusion and human
rights. The views and opinions expressed in this column are those of
the author.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Hostility doesn’t help
in difficult times
N THESE trying times of COVID-19, it is
imperative everyone stay calm and underIstand
we all have rights and freedoms and
are entitled to them. We don’t need to be attacking each other and forcing our beliefs
on one another.
Clearly, COVID has brought out the worst
in some people due to possible underlying
conditions such as depression and anger.
While heading into a local store, a young
woman to the right of the entrance started
approaching me and my friend. I was already masked and my friend was reaching
for his. The woman was holding her cellphone up and appeared to be recording our
interaction. She demanded repeatedly that
he mask up or leave the store.
My friend has a serious medical condition and has trouble wearing a mask. She
pursued us while seriously harassing us.
We kept asking her to mind her own business and that he has a right to be unmasked. She followed us, we did not approach her.
As we moved towards the back of the
store, the more agitated she got and the
more she demanded he mask up or leave. I
kept asking her to stop following us however she was relentless. I asked clerks for a
manager and to get this woman out of our
face and stop bothering us.
When the manager approached, the
woman demanded she tell my friend to
mask up or leave. When told he had a right
to be in the store and didn’t have to wear a
mask, she got more agitated and demanded

to know what his medical condition was.
The very patient manager calmly tried to
explain she did not have the right to ask
what the medical condition was or to tell
him to leave the store.
I myself am asthmatic and have serious
panic attacks when masked up. However,
when possible, I mask up to help protect
myself and others from spreading this terrible virus. I am disappointed this clearly
unhinged woman pursued us and demanded we do as she told us.
Come on people. Remember, you get more
bees with honey and kindness goes a long
way — especially in these trying times. She
was not even shopping in this store, just following and harassing us.
We are all struggling to get through this
pandemic. The woman could have just
walked away and not caused a scene. Had
she waited a few seconds, my friend would
have gotten his mask on. Unfortunately, her
verbal attack changed his decision to mask
up.

Our thanks to the store manager for her
patience and her professional conduct. We
were finally able to do our shopping while
she tried to handle the woman.

Sarah Wright
THUNDER BAY

Olympics need
a complete overhaul
HAT a joke the Olympics have become.
The International Olympic Committee
W
(IOC) has not got the guts to ban a doping
Russian figure skater. Meanwhile, we have
the Olympics taking place in China, a country that flouts human rights abuses.
The Olympics should have been cancelled and no longer be held in a country
with out freedom of political choice and
free movement of its people. The athletes
are locked in a large gulag in China where,
if they test positive for COVID-19, they are
removed to involuntary quarantine. They
cannot see China or its people. They are
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spied upon by a totalitarian state.
The modern Olympics have become a
form of sport warfare where some nations
use doping and any other method they can
to cheat to win medals. Many small nations
have no chance to win as they cannot afford
the expensive sports gear and training facilities.
The summer Olympics should be held in
Greece, where they started, and use everyday facilities for competition. The winter
Olympics should be held in a European nation that actually has lots of snow and real
winter-like conditions intead of a place
where snow has to be made. The athletes
should all receive the exact same sports apparel and footwear, etc., to make fair competition.
How hard is it to close off 26 miles of city
streets for the marathon? Use city streets
for cycling. Use a lake for swimming. The
athletes should stay in tents, as should all
the officials. All sports requiring judging
should be banned. It is time to stop this nonsensical form of the Olympics and have
common sense games.
Also, any nation caught cheating should
be banned entirely for one Olympics cycle,
and the cheating athlete and coaches and
trainers, etc., banned for life, making it very
painful to be caught cheating.
There also needs to be a complete removal of IOC members as they cannot be
counted on for impartiality or fairness.
There needs to be a system where IOC members (one from every country) are chosen on
a non-partisan basis.

Garry Hughes
THUNDER BAY

