
H
AVE you had a good cry lately? It’s nothing to be
ashamed of; sometimes the pressures of  work, or the
emotional roller-coaster of  life in general, become so
great that the tears just start to flow.

Nobody thought less of  Wayne Gretzky when he wept after de-
livering an emotional eulogy at the memorial service for his fa-
ther, Walter, who was as well known and admired around the
NHL as his famous son.

And yet in some circles, the act of  shedding a tear is cause for
great concern, a symbol of  the most horrible state-of-affairs
imaginable.

In some circles, it was utterly scandalous that some Rideau
Hall staffers reportedly retreated to their vehicles and wept after
allegedly being on the receiving end of  withering assessments of
their work performances by former governor general Julie
Payette.

One legal expert opined that said staffers who succumbed to
the waterworks might actually have a case against their employ-
er for undue mental cruelty, as if  the governor general chased
them around the grounds of  Rideau Hall with a hockey stick.
Courts are there to hear and consider the validity of  such cases.
Hopefully, they dismiss the trivial complaints and punish those
who go beyond simple rudeness to behaviour deemed abusive.
Still, for many it seems a strange world we live in when you can
sue someone for hurt feelings.

Speaking of  unresolved umbrage. On Sunday night, those who
tuned into a special Oprah Winfrey broadcast — presumably the
whole world — learned from Meghan, the Duchess of  Sussex,
that she broke down and wept after a tiff  with Kate, the Duchess
of  Cambridge and future Queen, over a bridesmaid dress to be
worn at Meghan’s sumptuous, fairy-tale wedding to Harry, the
now disgruntled Duke of  Sussex.

Though there has been no corroborating statement from Kate
or Buckingham Palace — not that that we expect one — the tiff
was hardly earth-shattering: many people cry at weddings, even
during the often emotional and tense few days leading up to the
big day.

We have also known retail staffers to shed a tear after an un-
reasonable and rude customer has left their store. It’s not some-
thing to make a federal case about.

Oprah, a savvy operator, obviously scored a major scoop with
her Harry and Meghan interview. And yet it’s hard to fathom the
interest in the United States, where British royalty generally
matters not. Even the high-brow New York Times and Washing-
ton Post carried the interview’s gossipy highlights on their front
pages Monday.

In all of  this, Harry seems the odd person out, both literally
and figuratively; one can’t help feeling that he’s the one who will
end up with the short end of  the stick and go crying to the
Queen. Harry was born into royalty, something that was beyond
his control, while Oprah and Meghan are both street-smart
women, fabulously wealthy and, it should be noted, completely
self-made — the epitome of  an American dream that for most
Americans is only an illusion.

While the camera rolled for the interview staged at a Califor-
nia mansion owned by a “friend,” more than half  a million
Americans were homeless, according to U.S. government figures.
Another 40 million, including the working poor, live below the
poverty line in what is regarded as the richest country in the
world.

In the 2020 movie The Last Shift, the admired American actor
Richard Jenkins portrays a man in his late 60s who spent his en-
tire adult life earning minimum wage on the graveyard shift at a
hamburger joint.

It’s not a fairy-tale type of  film. As the story draws to a close,
Jenkins’ character is mentally exhausted. He resorts to stealing
cash from his employer so he can visit his mother, who is dying
in a nursing home.

Far from the world of  celebrity mansions and bickering over a
bridesmaid’s dress, this is not the American dream, but it is the
reality for many Americans.

Who’s crying over that?

BY LISA BECKWICK

DIVERSITY Thunder Bay is
proud to present Jesse
Wente, an Anishinaabe

writer, broadcaster and chairper-
son for the Canada Council of
Arts who will be the keynote
speaker for Diversity Thunder
Bay’s 15th annual celebration for
the elimination of  racial discrim-
ination.

Wente is an outspoken advo-
cate for Indigenous rights and
First Nations, Metis and Inuit
art. In this exclusive talk, Wente
will look at the ongoing move-
ments for racial and social jus-
tice and what the COVID-19 pan-
demic has exposed about where
we are now, as well as what it has
taught us about how we need to
move forward.

Diversity Thunder Bay is a
community-based organization
whose mission is to work towards
an equitable community free of
racism and discrimination of
any kind. Every year, Diversity
Thunder Bay honours the United
Nations International Day for the
Elimination of  Racial Discrimi-
nation held on March 21 by host-
ing a celebration event. 

We mark this day to remember
the 1960 Sharpeville massacre
where 69 unarmed and peaceful
demonstrators were killed by
South African police as they
protested the country’s unjust
apartheid laws.

Since proclaiming the day in
1966, the United Nations General
Assembly called on the interna-
tional community to redouble its
efforts to eliminate all forms of
racial discrimination. Racist
laws and practices have been
abolished in many countries but,
despite much progress, racism
continues to exist and to affect
the lives of  individuals and eth-
nic and religious groups world-
wide. Racism violates our human
rights and our communities suf-
fer from the injustice.

Born and raised in Toronto,
Jesse Wente is Ojibwe and is a
member of  the Serpent River
First Nation. He is best known
for his 24 years as a columnist for
CBC Radio’s Metro Morning and
is an advocate for aboriginal arts,
most notably on screen. 

Wente draws attention to the
imagery used by Hollywood in
portrayals of  Indigenous peoples
and stresses the need for a cul-
ture to have influence on their
own depiction. His pieces on The
Revenant, Beyonce and sports
mascots were among the most
shared on CBC.ca.

As Wente said, “You can’t ex-
pect society to change if  you have
the same storytellers.” Wente

was recently appointed chair of
the Canada Council for the Arts.
He is the only First Nations per-
son to ever hold the position.
Playback Magazine named him
the trailblazer of  the year for
2020, and he was also included on
Maclean’s Magazine’s Power List
for 2020 and Toronto Life’s list of
the most influential Torontoni-
ans of  2020.

Diversity and inclusion is not
a choice — it’s a necessity. A self-
described ‘Ojibwe dude’ with a
national and international lens,
Wente encourages audiences to
consider diversity and inclusion
into the future view of  their orga-
nization, industry, and country. 

Wente’s presentation will
speak to the impacts of  COVID-19
on how we understand inequali-
ties as well as how this should in-
form our solutions and pathways.
He will explore the strength of
solidarity movements and how
they can help on the pathway to
reconciliation. Wente’s presenta-
tion will be followed by a short
question period.

Please join us on Wednesday,
March 24 from 12 noon to 1:30
p.m. for Wente’s insightful pre-
sentation on diversity and inclu-
sion and what we can do as a com-
munity to initiate positive
change as we move forward. This
is the first year that the Diversity
Thunder Bay is offering this pre-
sentation in a virtual format, free
of  charge. 

To reserve your ticket, go to
www.diversitythunderbay.ca or
@DiversityThunderBay on Face-
book.

Lisa Beckwick is the Director of
Organizational & People Develop-
ment for St. Joseph’s Care Group,
is Co-Chair for the Celebration,
and has been a member of  Diver-
sity Thunder Bay since 2005. The
views and opinions expressed in
this column are those of  the au-
thor.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Thunder Bay’s Anti-Racism
and Respect Committee and 
Diversity Thunder Bay produce 
this monthly column to promote 
greater understanding of race 
relations in Northwestern Ontario. 

ONE CITY, 
MANY VOICES     

Everybody has 
reason to cry
We should pay more attention 
to tears of the truly unfortunate

Wente to speak at celebration

Indigenous 
advocate 
promotes 
necessity 
of diversity, 
inclusion amid
COVID-19

Cat trappers act 
without all the facts

FERAL cats have lived among us for ever.
They keep the rat and mouse population

under control and are a useful, beautiful ad-
dition to our society.

With the support of  our local district Hu-
mane Society, I have purchased insulated
shelters, a pond heater, which provides wa-
ter all year around, and cat food to give
these animals the best possible lives. In re-
turn, they have provided me with daily vis-
its to my yard in winter. They became quite
familiar to me and I have taken an interest
in each one of  them — especially during
this pandemic when, being elderly, my out-
ings are extremely limited.

There were four cats in particular who
became quite familiar to me. One would
even follow me around outside when I
called her.

Pursuant to a very young lady moving in-
to a house next door, she took it upon her-
self  to contact an organization called to
trap these cats. A woman approached me
wanting to place traps on my property.

When I asked what she intended to do with
these cats she said she would place them in
a building at an undisclosed (for fear of
vandalism) place.

I tried to explain to her that they are free
creatures and that I would definitely sup-
port a trap-neuter-release program but that
I was totally against trapping these animals
and imprisoning them. I tried to explain
that living free for 20 years was, in my
mind, preferable to living 50 years in captiv-
ity and that I, in no way, would allow traps
on my property.

She then requested that I remove their
food so that they would enter her baited
traps, to which I again refused to comply.

They proceeded to arbitrarily trap the
cats in the back lane or on the neighbour’s
property and remove them from the neigh-
borhood and from my life. They also seem
to have trapped some cats that belonged to
people.

I believe that their intent was to save
these cats but that they failed to investigate
all the facts.

These cats had food, water and shelter
and provided much joy to me with their vis-
its. They had roamed this neighbourhood

for years and seemed to fare quite well.
My heart breaks to think of  them

trapped and imprisoned for the rest of  their
lives and I believe these so-called benefac-
tors should be prohibited from trapping any
animal without legal permits. They now
refuse to return my calls and have actually
stolen these cats.

Barb Hajdu
THUNDER BAY

Camps linked to struggles 
of Japanese Canadians

I READ with interest Leo Hunnakko’s
column (Region Had 3 Prisoner Of  War

Camps — Feb. 20). I suspect that many peo-
ple did not realize that our region hosted
such activity during the Second World
War.

Two of  these camps have special signif-
icance to many families in Thunder Bay
and other regional towns.

By June of  1942, and until July 1946,
there were more than 650 Japanese Cana-
dians detained in the Angler camp. These
people were Canadian citizens and were

never charged with any crime. The reason
for their presence in Angler was that they
were Japanese Canadians and protested
the forced evacuation from their homes in
British Columbia and relocation to in-
ternment camps in the interior of  the
province. They also protested the separa-
tion of  family members. Men and older
male sons were often sent to work camps
and their wives were left alone to look af-
ter the children as they were relocated.

Neys was the other camp with special
meaning to Japanese Canadians. After the
war, those who were in the B.C. intern-
ment camps were given the option of  ei-
ther settling east of  the Rockies or being
“repatriated” to Japan. Neys had been
closed as a prisoner of  war camp in 1946,
but was then used as a relocation site
where the displaced people were given
food and a free place to stay as they tried
to unite with family members and make
plans for the future.

Indeed, these camps are an important
part of  Our Vanishing Heritage.

Wayne Seller
THUNDER BAY


